
LESSON 14 
 

KNOWING GOD’S WILL 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
 
We have an obligation to seek out and obey God’s will in our lives.  There are two 
extremes for us in this life.  One is to do the will of God and the other is not to do the 
will of God.  Every day we are faced with making choices.  We have the wisdom of God 
available to us through His Word to be able to make the right choices.  Sometimes the 
right choice is very obvious.  Sometimes it is not.  In such cases, it is important that we 
seek the Lord for His guidance.  The Lord promises that if we acknowledge Him in 
everything we do, whether it be small or large, significant or insignificant, He will direct 
our steps (Proverbs 3:6). 
 
 

GOD WANTS US TO KNOW HIS WILL 
 

1. God wants us to _______________ His will.   (Ephesians 5:17) 
 
2. His commandments are neither _____________ from us, neither are they out of 

our reach.  (Deuteronomy 30:11) 
 

3. Paul writes in Colossians 1:9-10 that we might be filled with the ___________ of 
His _________ in all wisdom and spiritual _________________. 
 

4. Who is it that causes us both to will and do His good pleasure?  (Philippians 
2:13) __________ 
 

5. God promises to ______________ us and ______________ us in the way we 
should go.  (Psalm 32:8) 
 

6. God promises eternal life to the one who does what?  (1 John 2:17)  ____________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Memorize: 

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  And be not 
conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye 

may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” 

(Romans 12:1-2) 
 



GOD REVEALS HIS WILL TO US THROUGH… 
 
Match the following scriptures with the various methods God reveals His will to us: 
 

a) Deuteronomy 28:2, 15  _____ His Written Word 
 
b) Romans 8:28   _____ His Audible Voice 

 
c) Psalm 1:1; Proverbs 11:14 _____ Dreams and Visions 

 
d) Psalm 119:105   _____ Consequences 
 
e) Acts 10:10    _____ Conscience 
 
f) Isaiah 30:21; 1 Kings 19:12 _____ Counsel 
 
g) Romans 2:15; John 8:9  _____ Circumstances 

 

 
GENERAL AND SPECIFIC WILL OF GOD 
 
God has a “general” will and a “specific” will for our lives.  The general will of God is for 
everyone.  The specific will of God is His personal plan for your life.  Before God will 
reveal His specific will for your life, you must know and walk in His general will.  Psalm 
37:23 tells us that “The steps of a righteous man are ordered by the Lord…” 
 

1. Four examples of the general will of God are given in verses 3-7 in the following 
order: 
 
Psalm 37:3 a) _________ in the Lord 
Psalm 37:4 b) __________ thyself in the Lord 
Psalm 37:5 c) ___________________ unto the Lord 
Psalm 37:7 d) _______ in the Lord 

 
If we leap ahead and try to find the specific will of God before we have submitted 
ourselves to do the general will of the Lord, God will point us right back to the 
general will.  We must submit to the general will so we don’t hinder God in 
bringing His specific will to pass for us. 

 
2. It was only after Saul followed the general will of God, that God’s specific will was 

revealed when the Holy Spirit said, “As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, 
the Holy Ghost said, ___________ me Barnabas and Saul for the _________ 
whereunto I have _________ them.”  (Act 13:2) 

 
 



WHEN GOD’S WILL BRINGS ADVERSITY 
 
Some believe that you are in God’s will when everything is going right and that you are 
not in God’s will when there are problems.  This is not always true.  A good example is 
found in the Old Testament in the life of a man named Job.  (See Job, chapters 1 and 
2.)  He was wealthy, had a beautiful family and loved God with all his heart.  Yet God 
allowed him to lose his wealth, his children and his health.  (Job’s three friends accused 
him of doing something wrong because of the severe problems that he had.)  Yet Job 
was in the will of God the entire time.  However, Job continued to love and worship God 
in the midst of his suffering. 
 
God allows us to go through problems to help us be better equipped for our Christian 
walk. 
 

1. “The testing of your faith develops ______________.”  James 1:3 
 
2. There are many times that God will allow us to experience problems in order to 

remove a condition in our lives.  In this way we are purified by affliction. 
 
Where does God purify us?  (Isaiah 48:10) _____________________________ 

 
3. The trial of our faith is more precious than ____________.  (1 Peter 1:7) 
 
4. What is important is to maintain a positive attitude and remember all things are 

working together for _________.  (Romans 8:28) 
 

5. What are we told to do when adversity comes to us?  (1 Peter 4:12-13) _______ 
 

 
SUMMARY 

 
Living in the will of God is not just trusting Him for the major events of our lives; it is 
living a life committed to His will every day.  We all have a “special” place in God’s body.  
The Lord lovingly speaks to us and says “’For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares 
the LORD, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future.  Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me and I will listen to you.  
You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.  I will be found by 
you…’” (Jeremiah 29:11-13, NIV).  Seek out God’s will for your life through His Word 
and prayer.  Remember, the Lord came to give us “life” and that more abundantly. 
 

 
NOTES: 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 

 


